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SCHOOLS — CAPITAL WORKS 
Statement by Minister for Education 

DR A.D. BUTI (Armadale — Minister for Education) [1.20 pm]: The Cook Labor government is systematically 
investing in public school infrastructure, with $1.5 billion allocated in the last budget alone. This investment is 
primarily to meet the enrolment demands of a growing and shifting population; however, importantly, it will also 
deliver state-of-the-art facilities in all our public schools to meet the needs of an evolving curriculum. A classroom 
with a desk at the front is no longer always enough to give the best environment for our teachers to teach or our 
students to learn in. 
On day one of the 2024 school year, we welcomed the very first cohort of students into two brand new primary 
schools—Henley Brook Primary School for the fast-growing lower Swan Valley community and Jilbup Primary 
School in the evolving southern corridor. High school students at Alkimos College also accessed their brand new 
stage 2 facilities for the first time. We opened a new offsite early childhood education centre for Brabham Primary 
School and delivered major additions to Karratha Senior High School, Lesmurdie Primary School, Scarborough 
Primary School, Shenton College and Willetton Senior High School. 
To provide young Western Australians the best possible opportunity to start developing their skills in science and 
technology, the Cook Labor government has delivered brand new or refurbished science classrooms for the start 
of 2024 to no fewer than 29 primary schools across Western Australia. We also opened brand new or redeveloped 
secondary STEM laboratories at Beverley District High School, Kalamunda Senior High School, Kalumburu Remote 
Community School, Esperance Senior High School and Mindarie Senior College. There is more to come. In fact, 
the Cook Labor government currently has active infrastructure projects to add or upgrade educational facilities 
at 187 of our 830 public schools. Those members who paid attention in maths will know that that means more than 
one school out of every five across Western Australia has an active, fully funded infrastructure project currently 
in the design and forward works process or already under construction. I am immensely proud of this program of 
works and the very real educational, social and economic benefits it will bring to not only our public school students, 
but our whole state. 
To all the students walking into brand new schools and new or upgraded facilities this year, I say congratulations 
and I wish you all the best for the year ahead. 
I table a list of school upgrades. 
[See paper 2696.] 
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